
iicpa-rtmcnt of tl1t: ~nt~riott, 

OFFICE OF GEOG RAPH E R, 

Otto wa, ___________________________________________________________________________ _ 

DEAR Sm, 

I wish to obtain information respecting the derivation of the placc-names of Canada-of the 

names of the village::;, towns, cities and of the natural ft>.atures, such as rivers, lakes, capes, bays, 

mountains, etc. - and shall be much obliged if you will give me any information that you may 

possess or ca,n procure, respecting the below-inentioned name and also respecting the names of 

any other features in the vicinity of your resiclence concerning which you have knowledge. 

In many localities, the oldei· generation is passing, or has passed away, and unless steps are 

taken to collect this information, it will, in many instances, be too late. In most communities 

there are persons who take an interest in things of this nature or who have been connected with 

the early settlement of the locality. If there are any such in your neighbourhood, will you kindly 

submit this to them. 

Below I have indicated the lines along which I desire information and also the commoner 

derivatives of place-names in Canada :--

(1.) Whether named after a village, town or city, or natural feature in any otber province 

or country ; if so, the name of province or country in which the original locality is situated. 

(2. ) vVhether named after a person ; if so, the person's name, occupation, spelling of name 

as rendered by the person and any details of interest respecting him (or her) su ch as (a) \Vhether 

alive or, if dead, approximate year of death; (b) Whether at any time a resident of the locality 

and, if so, whether still living there. 

(3.) Whether named after a natural feature; if so. any details respecting the origin of the 

name as applied to the feature and the geographieal position of the latter. 

( 4.) Whether the town, village or city ever had any other name or names ; if so, at what 

dates, approximately, and the origin of these obsolete names. 

Any information bearing on the ab9ve will be deemed a courtesy. 

Yours truly, 

JAMES WH ITE, 
Geographer·. 

Kindly write your reply on the attacbed sheet. 

To ensure free transmission of yonr reply I enclose herewith an addl'essed envelope which 

will corne free of postage . 

../le~ 
(' 



Jas. White, Esq., 

Geographer, 

Hamilvon, Ont. April 28th. 1906. 

Dept. of the Interior, 

Ot ... awa, Can. 

Dear Sir:-

In compliance with your . request respecting the derivation 

of the place names of Canada, I beg leave to state in r~ference to 

the naiœ Aldershot, about which you pan:.1cularly desir e t o learn 

something, that said name was chosen many years ago by my fa th er, 

the late Alexander Brown and Mr. Hamilton O'Reilly, a leading res

ident of the Township of Eas Flamboro in the County of Wentworth, 

as a suitable name fo ~he Post Office at. Aldershot ( nea Wat erdown 

Station) on account of there being no other similaraw 6f tAe name 

among the list of Post Offices at that tjme established. "'his is 

my recollecvion of the reason e iven for so naming said Office. I 

remembe&· m ... fath er stated the above as the reason they chose the 

said name for our Countr~ Post Office. 

Yours ~espectfully, 


